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M ohegan Tribe is host to N ational Congress of American Indians 



Mohegan Council 
of Elders Chairman 
Gay Story Hamilton 
welcomes NCAI 
participants to a 
Cultural Celebra- 
tion in the Mohe- 
gan Sun Arena. 


By Nancy Trimble 

"Welcome to M ohegan, the land 
of U ncas," Tribal C hairman M ark 
F. Brown told some 1,400 Ameri- 
can Indians and Alaskan Natives 
registered to attend the National 
Congress of American Indians 
(NCAI) mid-year meeting at the 
M ohegan Sun Convention Center 
from June 20-23. 

Founded in 1944, NCAI is the 
oldest, largest and most representa- 
tive national Indian organization. 

"This is the first time in modern 
history that we have welcomed such 
a large group" from tribes all over 
the nation, Chairman Brown said. 


Although from many different 
tribes, "we have more in common 
than not...." he said. "We've come 
together to renew connections and 
strengthen self-determination" in 
our large family. 

"W hen you come after my fami- 
ly, you have to be ready to deal 
with me first,” Chairman Brown 
said to considerable applause. 

In his opening remarks, NCAI 
President Tex G. Hall said, "The 
M ohegan Tribe recently celebrated 
the 10th anniversary of its hard- 
fought battle to win federal recog- 
nition, a process that took years” 

"It's incredible to see what the 
See National Congress on page 11 



Mohegan Drum Unity of Nations, led by Drum Keep- 
er Charlie Strickland Sr., performs at National Con- 
gress of American Indians opening ceremonies. 


Celebrating Tribal unity at H omecoming, Wigwam Festival 


Byjonathan S. H amilton 

The theme of unity marked this 
year's Wigwam Festival at Shan- 
tok, Village of Uncas, on Aug. 21 
and 22. Torrential rains on Satur- 
day afternoon dampened the 
grounds but not the spirits of the 
nearly 12,000 people who attend- 
ed the event. A sun-drenched Sun- 
day capped a weekend full of 
Native arts and crafts, foods, 
regalia, storytelling, flute playing, 
drumming and danc- 
ing competition. 

And despite predicted 
heavy rains and winds 
from the remnants of 
Hurricane Charley, 
Tribal members also 
observed theannu- 
al H omecoming 
celebration 
under calm, 
gray skies at 
Shantok on 
Aug. 15. 
"During the 
entire week there 
was unity among 
Tribal members 
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Mohegan Tribal members participate in the Grand Entry during the Wig- 
wam Festival at Shantok, Village of Uncas. From left, are: Cheryl Harris, 
Mabel Costello, Wfnnifred Lath nop, Regina Keefe and Marylyn Mullen. 


who worked and participated in all 
aspects of Homecoming, Culture 
Week and the Wigwam," said 
Bruce Bozsum "Two Dogs," Wig- 
wam D i rector and M anager of the 
Tribe's Cultural and Community 
Programs "These events would not 
have taken place in such a smooth 
fashion without the help of the vol- 
unteers" 

The Wigwam's Grand Entry, full 
of color and pageantry, was led by 
the M ohegan H onor 


Guard. Tribal leaders, including 
Chief Ralph Sturges, Tribal Chair- 
man Mark F. Brown and Council 
of Elders Chairman Gay Story 
H amilton entered thetent followed 
by members of the Council of 
Elders and the T ribal Council and 
then other Tribal members 
Dance competitors dressed in 
magnificent regalia then entered 
the tent while drumming groups 
took turns 
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playing the entry songs In addition 
to the host drum M ystic River, the 
other drums included: M ohegan 
D rum U nity of N ations — which 
performed a welcoming song for 
visitors— CedarTree, Silverdoud, 
Kau-Ta-Noh Jrs., Quabbin Lake 
and Rez D ogs 

Entertaining the crowds on both 
days were Mohegan storytellers 
Tribal Nonner Olive Picozzi and 
her daughter Sister Bette-Jean 
Coderre, Aztec Fire Dancer Javier 
Alarcon and flute player Joseph 
Fi recrow. Dr. Jeffrey Bendremer, 

See Celebrating Tribal 
unity on page 8 
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Connecticut Gov. M. J odi Rell, center, is flanked by Mohegan Tribal 
Elder Pauline Brown and her son Tribal Chairman Mark F. Brown 
during her visit to the Fort Hill Community on Aug. 23. 


M ohegan Tribal Council meets 
with Connecticut Gov. Jodi Rell 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 

Just seven weeks into her new job, 
Connecticut Gov. M .Jodi Rell met 
with the Mohegan Tribal Council 
on Aug. 23 when she visited the 
Fort Hill Community, the Tribe's 
residence for elders in Uncasville. 
The governor toured the apart- 
ment of Pauline Brown, mother of 
Tribal Chairman Mark F. Brown, 
and then met with the entire 
Council in the community's con- 
ference room. 

Gov. Rell is well known to Tribal 
leaders because she visited the 


Mohegan Reservation frequently 
during the eight and a half years she 
served as Lieutenant Governor. She 
became governor on July 1 when 
Gov. John Rowland resigned. 

Chairman Brown said this meet- 
ing was to get re-acquainted. 

"It was good meeting because we 
told her she has the support of 
M ohegans and she clearly supports 
theTri be," he said. 

After she met with the Council, 
Gov. Rell chatted with community 
residents during a reception in the 
apartment building's Gathering 
Space. + 


mm l eb 

N ational M useum 
of the American Indian 


0 n Sept. 21 the Smithsonian 
N ational M useum of the American 
I ndian was dedicated and opened to 
the public. T his was a significant 
historical event for the U nited 
States and more so for the Ameri- 
can Indian tribes 
in this country. 

This historic 
milestone is also 
important for all of 
the indigenous 
people of both the 
Northern and 
Southern Western 
H emisphere. 

The museum seeks 
to incorporate within 
its exhibits this broad 
indigenous diversity. 

I n 1989 C ongress passed 
legislation which authorized the 
establishment of the museum. 
H owever, like all other monuments 
on the N ational M all in Washington, 
D .C ., the funding for it had to 
come from private as well as federal 
sources Indian tribes stepped 
forward and gave significant sums 
toward the construction of the 
museum. T he cost of construction 
for the museum was $199 million 
and with an additional $20 million 
allocated for exhibits public 


programs and opening events 
T he M ohegan T ribe contributed 
$10 million toward these costs 
T he museum occupies a distinct 
and honored place on the N ational 
M all. It was the last parcel of land 
available on the M all 
appropriate for a 
building site and 
is adjacent to the 
Capitol Building. 
T he museum 
is the 16th 
museum of the 
Smithsonian 
Institution. 

T he cultural 
works that make 
up the museum 
come primarily 
from G eorge G ustav H eye 
Collection, which consists of 
approximately 800,000 
cultural works 

N ative American elements are 
incorporated throughout the 
museum building. For example, 
the entrance to the building faces 
due east, into the rising sun. 

W ithin the interior of the building, 
the four cardinal directions are 
represented. T he cabinetry in the 
museum shop is inlaid with 
bands of wampum shells + 




Boat Launching ceremony 
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M ission Statement 

N i Y a Y o is a sovereign messenger which provides an official Tribal government 
perspective on issues and events pertaining to the M ohegan Tribe 
and I ndian C ountry as a whole. 


rj, YaYo 

Ni Ya Yo is published by the Mohegan Tribe, a federally 
recognized tribe in Mohegan, Conn. The editorial content is 
the property of the Mohegan Tribe and may be reprinted 
only with written permission from the Tribe. Members of the 
Editorial Board are all Mohegans except where noted. 

TRIBAL COUNCIL 
Chairman: Mark F. Brown 
Vice Chairman: Peter J. Schultz 
Recording Secretary: Shirley M. Walsh 
Corresponding Secretary: Christine Murtha "Micimii" 
Treasurer: Maynard Strickland 
Ambassador: Jayne Fawcett 

Councilor: Bruce Bozsum "Two Dogs" 
Councilor: Roland J. Harris 
Councilor: Glenn LaVigne 
COUNCIL OF ELDERS 
Chairman: John Henry Clark 
Vice Chairman: Joseph D. Gray Jr. 

Secretary: Robert Soper Sr. 

Treasurer: Austin Fish 
Councilor: William Andrews 
Councilor: Marie Pineault 
Councilor: Mary Rubino 
Chief: Ralph Sturges 
Medicine Woman: Gladys Tantaquidgeon 
TRIBAL PUBLICATIONS DEPARTMENT 

Editor: Jonathan S. Hamilton* 
Managing Editor: Nancy Trimble* 

Publications Designer: Susan T. Simler 
Reporter/Tribal Photographer: Bill Gucfa* 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

Tom Acevedo (Salish and Kootenai Tribes) 

Sandra Eichelberg, Jayne Fawcett, 

Christine Murtha "Micimii," Melissa Tantaquidgeon Zobel, 
Jonathan S. Hamilton. A member of the Council of 
Elders joins the Editorial Board on a rotating basis. 

Mohegan Tribe, 5 Crow Hill Road, Uncasville, CT 06382 
Phone: 1-800-MOHEGAN FAX: 860-862-6115 

* M embers of the Native American Journalists Association 
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Chairman Brown testifies at Senate Indian Affairs Committee hearing 



Mohegan Tribal 
Chairman Mark F. 
Brown meets with 
U.S. Sen. Ben 
Nighthorse Camp- 
bell, Chairman 
of the Senate Indian 
Affairs Committee. 
Chairman Brown 
testified before 
the committee in 
support of legisla- 
tion to assist tribal 
business initiatives. 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Tribal 
Chairman Mark F. Brown testified 
on July 21 before the U.S. Senate 
Indian Affairs Committee in sup- 
port of a bill that would help finance 
tribal economic ds/elopment. 

Chairman Brown pushed for pas- 
sage of the measure that would cre- 
ate a mechanism allowing Indian 
tribes to access U.S. and interna- 
tional financial markets. He 
pledged to work with the commit- 
tee to enact the bill. 

"The time is long overdue for a 
concentrated, high priority federal 
effort to facilitate public-private 
partnerships that will bring capital 
and infrastructure to Indian Coun- 
try in ways that create meaningful 
job opportunities and lasting 
rewards,” Chairman Brown said in 
his testimony. 

The legislation, introduced last 
year by U.S. Sen. Ben Nighthorse 
Campbell, R-Colo., chairman of 


the committee, would establish a 
federally supported organization to 
lessen legal and practical obstacles 
to public and private investment in 
Indian Country and identify invest- 
ment opportunities and matching 
capital resources with needs 
Chairman Brown also told the 
committee that M oheganscan now 
reach out to help other tribes 
"... We are looking to bring the 
expertise we have gained to other 
areas and other tribes Through this 


effort, we will diversify our assets 
while improving the lives of other 
First Americans,” he said. 

"I think it went well,” Chairman 
Brown said, describing his appear- 
ance before the committee. "It was 
good to have the opportunity to 
talk about the Mohegan Tribe's 
financial success" 

Chairman Brown also answered 
questions from committee mem- 
bers Sen. Campbell asked him 
what are the most important ques- 


tions investors have when deciding 
whether to fund Indian gaming 
projects 

Chairman Brown said investors 
i nqui re about the performance of 
the gaming facility, the stability 
of the tribal government, whether 
strong regulatory authority and 
laws are in place, if per capita dis- 
tributions are under control and 
if membership rolls are closed. 

On July 20, Chairman Brown par- 
ticipated in a panel discussion at a 
forum held by the Senate Indian 
Affairs Committee. Chairman 
Brown sat on a panel that dealt 
with investor perspectives. Another 
panel discussed inhibitors to eco- 
nomic growth and development in 
Native American communities 

The Tribe's Chief of Staff Tom 
Acevedo and Chief of Staff for 
External and Governmental Affairs 
Chuck Bunnell attended both the 
panel discussion and thecommittee 
hearing during which Chairman 
Brown testified. *F 


Chief Ralph Sturges receives Leadership Award 


Chief Ralph Sturges, 
right, had no idea he 
was going to receive 
the Chairman's 
Leadership Award 
from Ernest L. 
Stevens J r.. Chair- 
man of the National 
Indian Gaming 
Association, left. 
Mohegan Tribal 
Chairman Mark F. 
Brown, center, knew 
all about the surprise 
he helped to keep a 
secret. 



By Nancy Trimble 

Calling Chief Ralph Sturges "one 
of the greatest leaders in all of Indi- 
an Country," Ernest L. Stevens Jr., 
Chairman of the National Indian 
Gaming Association (NIGA), pre- 
sented the Chairman's Leadership 
Award to the M ohegan C hief. 

"I see Geronimo, Crazy Horse 
and Red Cloud, and then I see you 
in this great line of great chiefs," 
Stevens told Chief Sturges during 
the NIGA Awards banquet on 
Aug. 16. NIGA held its2004 Mid- 
year M eeting at the M ohegan Sun 
Convention Center from Aug. 16 
to 18. 

Over the centuries Stevenssaid, the 
M ohegan T ribe, had to deal with ter- 
rorism and atrocities The fight to 
win federal recognition was a "battle 
fought not just for M ohegan but for 
all of us” Stevenssaid. "You helped 
all of Indian Country — not just 
your own people,” Stevens told 
C hief Sturges 


C hief Sturges was more than a lit- 
tle surprised. H e thought he had 
been invited to the banquet to pres- 
ent an award, not receive one. Trib- 
al Chairman M ark F. Brown admit- 
ted he was in on the surprise. 

Looking back on the years that the 
Tribe was working to gain federal 
recognition, Chairman Brown 
recalled, "At a meeting in the 
Mohegan Church in 1992, Ralph 


said to me, 'You know, kid, you've 
got to get involved in politics' H e 
pointed mein the direction I'm in 
today.” 

"When I'm in Washington, walk- 
ing down the halls of Congress, I'm 
always asked 'H ow'sRalph doing?” 
Chairman Brown said. M embers of 
Congress know the Chief for his 
perseverance, honor and integrity, 
he added. 


C hief Sturges said, "T his is a great 
honor for me to receive the Leader- 
ship Award from a group of Indians 
from across the country." 

"T he fight for federal recognition 
was not a one-man job. It takes a 
lot of people and courage to fight 
the federal government," Chief 
Sturges said. "We are put on this 
Earth to serve one another and 
when we do, we will be successful.” 

Award for Sioux leader 

During the awards banquet, 
Stevens presented the John K ieffer 
Award to Thelma Thomas of the 
Santee Sioux Tribe in Nebraska. She 
isatribal council member and man- 
ager of the tri be's 0 hiya C asi no. 

The tribe won an important 
eight-year legal battle last M arch 
when the U.S. Supreme Court 
refused to hear appeals from the 
federal government over operation 
of pull-tab style gaming devices at 
the tribe's small casino. The tribe 
no longer has to live in fear of the 
federal government seizing tribal 
funds + 



Signing ceremony for water project agreement 


M ohegan Tribal Chairman M ark F. Brown looks on 
as Montville Mayor Joseph Jaskiewicz signs the 
Thames Basin Regional Water Interconnection Project 
agreement at the Mohegan Sun Convention Center. 
Groton Mayor Dennis Popp, center, who is Chair- 
man of the Southeastern Connecticut Council of 
G overnments, and Attorney Richard Smith of Robin- 
son and Cole witness the document signing. 

M ore than 50 civic leaders and state lawmakers 
attended the signing ceremony. The agreement 


ensures that residents of Southeastern Connecticut 
will have access to clean, safe drinking water. The 
project will deliver excess water from Groton to Led- 
yard, Preston, Norwich, M ontvilleand Waterford — 
towns that have lacked an adequate water supply. 

Estimated to cost $12 million, the project is expect- 
ed to be completed by the end of 2005. I n addition 
to providing the design and engineering work, the 
Tribe will initially shoulder the project's cost until the 
municipalities have lined up their financing, 4- 
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Redesigned Website now on line 

The Mohegan Tribe recently aged the project and assembled a 
launched its redesigned Website team that included Information 
and you are invited to log on at: Coordinator Sandy Eichelberg, 
www.mohegan.nsn.us who tested and edit- 

WhiletheWeb ' 1 ed the site. Tribal 

address has not H ' stor ' an M elissa 

changed, the site Tantaquidgeon 

now offers many I .. 8 Zobel provided 

new features, such 1 information for the 

as ana/vers to fre- 1 site, which was 


quently asked ques- 
tions and an interactive timelinethat 
traces theTribe's origins from 10,000 
years ago. 

The site provides more informa- 
tion on the Tribe's government, 
heritage and educational programs 
An interactive map shows key his 
toric sites and links them to related 
events and artifacts. 

The site tells how to contact the 
Cultural Outreach Program to 
arrange for a visit from Tribal mem- 
berswearing regalia who tell stories 
perform traditional dances and 
play flute. T he site also tells how to 
contact the H istoric Preservation 
Department for educational mate- 
rials about theTribe. 

Chuck Bunnell, theTribe's Chief 
of Staff for External and Govern- 
mental Affairs, initiated the idea for 
redesigning the Website. M anage- 
ment Analyst Jean etteZiegler man- 


built with the assistance of the Infor- 
mation Services Department. 

In addition to offering archives of 
past issues of NiYaYo and The 
M ohegan Way, the site allows you to 
request subscriptions to both 
newsletters. It also gives informa- 
tion on upcoming events. 

The site explains what federal 
recognition is, how the M ohegans 
earned it and what it means for the 
Tribe to be a sovereign nation. It 
also tells about the structure of the 
Tribe's government. 

A page on frequently asked ques- 
tions gives answers to these and 
more: "Why doesn't theTribe pay 
taxes?" and "I see many Tribal 
members who don't look like Indi- 
ans Are they really Indians?' and 
"How has the casino helped the 
M ohegan Tribe?' 

An on-line store offers gifts, 
books and videos for sale. + 


Veterans M emorial M onument 
dedicated during H omecoming 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 

Tribal members dedicat- 
ed the M ohegan Veter- 
ans Memorial Monu- 
ment during a ceremo- 
ny at Shantok, Village 
of Uncas, at Home- 
coming festivities on 
Aug. 15. Council of 
Elders Member Joseph 
Gray, Chairman of the 
Mohegan Tribal Veterans 
Association, led the ceremony. 
Council of Elders Member John 
H enry Clark, a founding member 
of the association, helped unveil 
the obelisk monument that he 
helped to design. 

Pipe C arrier BruceBozsum "Two 
Dog£' performed a smudge and 
prayer, and along with Shane 
Long "White Raven,” sang an 
honor song. Council of Elders 
Member Bill Andrews played 
"Amazing G race" on a flute and 
Tribal member Roger Murtha 
played "TapsT on a trumpet. 

Gray said the monument will be 
"a symbol of our gratitude and 
respect for those men and women 
who gave the ultimate gift of their 


own lives and for those who 
presently serve us around 
the world and for those 
future warriors who will 
keep us safe and free." 
Gray urged all in 
attendance to remem- 
ber the contributions 
M ohegans have given 
to their country. 
"Remember the sacri- 
fices made by the M ohe- 
gan Indians in our military 
during times of peace and con- 
flict. Bestow upon our veterans, 
present and future military per- 
sonnel, a memorial of lasting sig- 
nificance, which honorsthem in an 
inspirational and spiritual manner." 

T he monument reads, "M ahshak- 
it Manto, Almighty Creator, In 
Honor of All Mohegan Veterans 
Past Present Future In War and 
Peace." The monument depicts a 
hatchet, bow and arrows and a 
quiver, the tools of warfare from 
the earliest battles. 

Also attending the ceremony was 
Doug Barnes of Bottinelli Custom 
M onumentsin Waterford, Conn., 
who cut the 6-foot-tall granite 
stone and installed it. 4- 



M ohegan Tribe is developing strategic business diversification 



TheMohegan Tribe is strategcally broadening 
its bug ness diversification efforts to generate more 
revenue Streams in the next few years In the 
paStyear, theTribe has formed partnerships in 
the development of two proposed casinos one 
with the Menominee Indian Tribe in Kenosha, 

Wis, and more recently with the C owlitz Indian 
Tribe of southwest Washington State 

In Wisoonan, theTribe will serve as lender to 
the development company and be a member 
of the development board directing the 
Menominee casino project In Clark County, 

WaSh., theM ohegan Tribal Gaming Authority has c °*utz 
entered into a joint venture which has negotiated the 
ri (fits to develop and manage a new casino that will be 
owned and operated by the Cowlitz Tribe 



Menominee project 

The M enomi nee Tribe proposes 
to build an $808 million enter- 
tainment and casino complex at 
the 223-acre Dairyland Grey- 
hound Park in Kenosha, between 
M ilwaukee and Chicago. 

The M ohegan Tribe is continuing 
its assistance to the Menominees 
under the terms of a development 
agreement signed last year. So far, 


the Mohegan Tribe's funding for 
the project is $3.1 million, and a 
larger investment is expected as the 
development proceeds. 

The Kenosha County Board of 
Supervisors voted to place a non- 
binding referendum about the 
Menominees^ proposal on the 
county's N ov. 2 ballot. 

City and county officials will 
make the ultimate decision on 


whether to pursue negotiations 
with the M enominees. 

Last July the M enominees 
submitted an application to 
thefederal Bureau of I ndian 
Affairs (BIA) to take the 
proposed casino site into 
trust — a key step in the 
approval and development process 
for the proposed casino. 

In the application, the 
Menominees detailed the 
significant benefits the 
project would bring to 
both the tribe and the 
Kenosha community, 
including thousands of jobs, 
in-creased tourism and sub- 
stantial financial compensation to 
the city and county. 

The BIA will evaluate the tribe's 
application and supporting docu- 
mentation to determine whether 
the proposal would be in the best 
interests of the M enomi nee Tribe 
and would not be detrimental to 
the surrounding community. The 
BIA will also hold public hearings 
on the project. 

The BIA is expected to make its 
decision in 2005. But before the 
BIA can grant final approval, Wis- 
consin Gov. Jim Doyle must con- 
cur with the BIA's determination. 


Cowlitz project 

The M ohegan Tribe is also partic- 
ipating in a project pursued by the 
Cowlitz Tribe of Washington, 
which proposes to build a casino 
near Portland, Ore. 

The Mohegan Tribal Gaming 
Authority formed M ohegan Ven- 
tures Northwest LLC to create a 
partnership with Salishan LLC, a 
company owned by David Bar- 
nett, theson of the Cowlitz Chair- 
man. 

M ohegan Ventures-N orthwest 
LLC and Salishan LLC, in turn, 
formed a limited liability compa- 
ny known as Salishan-M ohegan 
LLC, for the purposes of provid- 
ing development and manage- 
ment services to the Cowlitz 
Tribe for its planned casino proj- 
ect. 

M ohegan Ventures holds a 54.15 
percent share of Salishan-M ohe- 
gan. Mohegan Ventures invested 
$2.9 million for initial funding 
for an equity position in Salishan- 
M ohegan. 

M ohegan Ventures also agreed to 
lend an additional $3.5 million. 
Development and management 
contracts between Salishan- 
M ohegan and the Cowlitz are 
being negotiated. + 
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M ohegans elect one to Tribal Council, seven to Council of Elders 



Bruce Bozsum 'Two Dogs" J ohn Henry Clark Austin Fish J oseph Gray 



William Andrews Robert Soper Sr. Marie Pineault Mary Rubino 


By Nancy Trimble 

Bruce Bozsum "Two Dogs?' won a 
one-year term on the Mohegan 
Tribal Council when the Tribal 
Election Committee counted bal- 
lots on Aug. 29. 

Tribal Pipe Carrier and M anagerof 
theTribe's Cultural and Communi- 
ty Programs Department, Bozsum 
defeated Debra A. M axeiner, who is 
Executive Director of the Tribe's 
H uman Resources D epartment. 

Bozsum and M axeiner were the 
top two vote-getters in the field of 
20 candidates in the July 25 pri- 
mary election. 

Bozsum fillsa vacancy created by the 
resignation of Tribal Council Treasur- 
er Donald M . Chapman, who served 
four years of his five-year term. All 
nine seats on theTribal Council will 
be up for election in 2005. 

Council of Elders 

In the Council of Elders election, 
also held on Aug. 29, the five 
incumbents who ran won re-elec- 
tion. They are joined by two new- 
comers — Robert Soper Sr. and 
M arie Pineault. This election inau- 


gurated the new system of staggered 
terms for the seven-member C oun- 
cil of Elders 

Four of the incumbents were the 
top vote-getters and won four-year 


terms. T hey arej ohn H enry Clark, 
Austin Fish, Joseph Gray and 
William Andrews. Winning two- 
year terms were Soper, Pineault 
and incumbent Mary Rubino. 


The race had 14 candidates. 

Two members of theformer Coun- 
cil of Elders Chairman Gay Story 
H amilton and Secretary William A. 
Ihloff, did not seek re-election. -J- 


Three M ohegan Tribal leaders retire from their elected positions 



Donald M. Chapman Gay Story Hamilton William A. Ihloff 


After many years of service to the 
M ohegan Tribe, threeTribal leaders 
retired in October - Tribal Council 
Treasurer Donald M. Chapman, 
Council of Elders Chairman Gay 
Story Hamilton and Council of 
Elders Secretary W illiam A. I hloff. 

Treasurer Chapman stepped down 
after serving four years of his five- 
year term. H isdecision to retire came 
after Tribal voters adopted an amend- 
ment to the Mohegan Constitution 
that shortens the terms of elected 
officials from five to four years. 

"In resigning, I was acceding to 
the wishes of the membership 
regarding the terms of office," T rea- 
surer C hapman said. "I n addition, I 
had a pacemaker installed and that 
created some amount of anxiety 
about my physical condition." 

Treasurer Chapman grew up in 
Groton and Waterford, Conn., and 
he graduated from theformer Bulk- 
eley High School in New London. 
H e and his wife H elen have three 
children and four grandchildren. 

A retired Commander in the U.S. 
C oast G uard, T reasurer C hapman is a 
graduate of the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy and the U.S. Navy Post 
Graduate School of Management. 
H e retired after 20 years of military 
service and worked for the federal 
government for 13 years in various 
management positions in the Urban 
M assTransportation Administration. 


H e subsequently worked as a 
stockbroker and investment advi- 
sor. H e has extensive experience in 
financial management, investment 
analysis, information systems man- 
agement and organizational leader- 
ship. H eserved on theTri be's Audit 
Committee and was very involved 
in planning investment strategies 
for the trust fund for Tribal mem- 
bers who are under age 18. 

T reasurer C hapman has served on 
the Board of Directors of the 
National Coast Guard Museum 
Association, on the Board of the 
Indian and Colonial Research Cen- 
ter in Old Mystic, Conn., and as 
T reasurer of the H ospice of South- 
eastern Connecticut. 

Council of Elders retirements 

Chairman Hamilton retired after 
choosing not to seek re-election to 


the Council of Elders In her retire- 
ment, she said, she will spend more 
time with her family and "assess 
how best to serve theTribal com- 
munity in the future." 

Chairman Hamilton grew up in 
Uncasville, Conn., and shegraduat- 
ed from Norwich Free Academy. 
She is the mother of two children. 

She holds a bachelor's degree in 
history and political science from 
the University of Connecticut and a 
master's degree in cultural anthro- 
pology with a specialty in American 
Indian cultures from New York 
University. 

She held a Smithsonian Museum 
Internship and served as an anthropo- 
logical consultant to three legal firms 
representing Indian tribes before the 
federal land claims commission. 

She da/eloped the M ohegan Tribds 
land management plan, worked asthe 


editor-in-chief of the M ohegan Press 
and served on the Tribds Strategic 
Planning Committee Before her elec- 
tion to the Council of Elders she had 
over 40 years of experience in non- 
profit and academic organizations 
During her tenure in office, the 
Council of Elders established the 
Mohegan Constitution Revision 
Commission and the Circle of 
Elders a monthly forum for senior 
members of theTri be. 

Secretary Ihloff "RollingT hunder" 
also chose not to run for re-election 
to the Council of Elders In his 
retirement, he said he wants to pur- 
sue other interests including travel. 
Born in Plainfield, Conn., hegrad- 
uated from Plainfield H igh School. 
Secretary Ihloff studied for two 
years at Putnam Technical School, 
specializing in carpentry. He began 
his career as an upholsterer. 

In 1960, he suffered a spinal cord 
injury. After years of rehabilitation, 
Secretary I hloff established his own 
business, the Plainfield Aquarium, 
which he owned and operated for 
15 years 

Prior to his election to the Coun- 
cil of Elders, he was employed by 
M ohegan Sun as an executive host 
in the bingo hall and as lead usher 
for special events H e served on the 
Tribds Strategic Planning Committee 
Secretary I hloff isthefather of two 
children. + 
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Chairman H amilton attends Democratic National Convention 


By Nancy Trimble 

BOSTON — All those years of cheering for 
UConn Huskies women's basketball came in 
handy when Gay Story H amilton, Chairman of 
the Mohegan Council of Elders, attended the 
Democratic National Convention from July 26 
to 29. 

As a member of the Connecticut Delegation, she 
was among the sign-waving, foot-stomping crowd 
at the Fleet Center listening to rousing speeches 
from the nation's most prominent Democrats, 
including the party's nominees for president and 
vice president — U.S. Senators John Kerry and 
John Edwards 

Chairman H amilton gave her best H uskies cheer 
for them all and "especially for H illary Clinton," 
she said. 

The 70-member Connecticut Delegation also 
included such dignitaries as U.S. Senators Chris 
Dodd and Joseph Lieberman, U.S. Representa- 
tives Rosa DeLauro and John Larson, state Attor- 
ney General Richard Blumenthal and several 
members of the state G eneral Assembly. 

As the only American Indian member of the 
Connecticut Delegation, Chairman Hamilton 
received quite a bit of attention from reporters 
writing for newspapers throughout the state, sever- 
al of whom interviewed her before and during the 
convention about Indian issues 

In fact, Attorney General Blumenthal pointed at 
Chairman H amilton and told a television commen- 
tator: "She's the most interesting person in the Con- 
necticut Delegation. Shefs a M ohegan." The com- 
mentator rushed right over to talk with her. 

A political activist, Chairman Hamilton has 
worked for many candidates over theyearsand not 
all of them have been Democrats But this year she 
is firmly behind the Democratic ticket. 

"A much higher percentage of Democrats are 
friends of Indian Country. Indians would be well 
advised to vote accordingly," Chairman H amilton 
said, speaking for herself and not as a representa- 
tive of the M ohegan Tribe. "And as Al Gore said: 
Take it from me, every vote counts!'" 

T he fact that every I ndian vote counts — espe- 
cially this year — was the major point empha- 
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With the Connecticut Delegation at the 
Democratic National Convention in Boston 
are Mohegan Council of Elders Chairman Gay 
Story Hamilton and state Attorney General 
Richard Blumenthal. The only American Indian 
member of the delegation. Chairman Hamilton, 
witnessed U.S. Sen. J ohn Kerry accept his 
party's nomination to run for president. 

sized at the American Indian Caucus meetings 
that Chairman Hamilton attended during the 
convention. 

A total of 72 American Indian delegates 
came to the convention from states 
throughout the country. Many of 
them wore stickers saying "Native 
Americans for John Kerry." At the 
caucus meetings, the delegates heard 
an impressive lineup of elected offi- 
cials urge them to go back to their 
tri bes and get out the vote. 

Gov. Janet N apolitano of Arizona, Gov. Vilsack of 
Iowa, U.S. Sen. Tim Johnson of South Dakota and 
U .S. Rep. Stephanie H erseth of South D akota were 
among those who told the caucus they would not 
have been elected without the votes of I ndians. 

Several states with large I ndian populations will 
have close Senate races in N ovember. I ndian vot- 
ers will also play a big role in several "swing" 
states that could go either way in the presidential 
election. 

Campaigning for Indian votes, Sen. Kerry has 


spoken out on many issues that are important to 
Indian Country. A position paper from the Kerry 
campaign discusses his "comprehensive agenda to 
improve the lives of N ative Americans" 

"John Kerry will work every day to promote trib- 
al sovereignty. While there are a number of suc- 
cesses in Indian Country, in these times of eco- 
nomic hardship — worsened by the policies of the 
Bush Administration — Kerry recognizes that the 
federal government must partner with tribes to 
improve access to health care, provide more educa- 
tional opportunities and strengthen economic 
development efforts," the position paper says in 
part. 

If elected president, Sen. Kerry also pledges to 
strengthen thegovernment-to-government relation- 
ship between Indian tribal governments and the 
U .S. government, to seek accountable trust reform, 
increase funding for the I ndian Health Service and 
build new schools for Indian children. 

During the convention, the Warn pan oag Tribe 
of Gay Head (Aquinnah) and the North Ameri- 
can Indian Center of Boston, an organization 
representing regional Indians from some 45 
tribes, hosted a traditional New England clam- 
bake luncheon for Indian delegates. The clam- 
bake, held under a large tent on the lawn of the 
Indian Center, was a pleasant break for del- 
egates who at been attending meeting 
after meeting. 

Each evening at the Fleet Center, 
some 4,000 convention delegates and 
over 1,700 media representatives gath- 
ered to hear the speeches aimed at ener- 
gizing the Democrats to fight for victory 
in November. 

In the daytime, the delegates attended advocacy 
group meetings In addition to attending American 
Indian Caucus meetings, Chairman Hamilton 
attended the D isabi I iti es C aucus Sen ior C aucus and 
the W omen's C aucus meeti ngs 
The roster of speakers at the women's meeting 
titled — "Every Woman Counts— Women who 
Blaze the Trail" — featured former Secretary of 
State M adeline Albright and U.S. Senators H illary 
Clinton of New York and Barbara Mikulski of 
M aryland. 4- 


Native Vote 2004: 'We have the power to shape th< 



Tex G. Hall, President of the 
National Congress of American 
Indians, urges all Indians to 
vote in the November election. 


By NancyTrimble 

4/ \ A/ HEN l NDIAN PEOPLE 

VV vote, Indian issues are 
addressed," Tex G. H all, President 
of the National Congress of Ameri- 
can Indians, said at NCAI's mid-year 
meeting at the Mohegan Sun Con- 
vention Center on June 21. 

"The Native vote was a forgotten 
vote until recently. N ow we have the 
power to shape the political land- 
scape in key states," he said. 

N CAI'sN ative Vote 2004 campaign 
seeks to get 1 million I ndians to the 
polls in November. He urged tribal 
leaders to organize their communi- 
ties, register members to vote and 
help them get to the polls 


Results in recent elections "clearly 
show the power of the I ndian vote," 
President Hall said. "We defeated 
one of the worst senators in the his- 
tory of the U .S. Senate — Slade 
G orton !" 

With help from Indian voters, 
Democrat Maria Cantwell defeated 
Gorton, an anti-Indian Republican 
from Washington state, in 2000. 

Again in 2002, "tribes were so 
important in the successful get-out- 
the-vote effort in South Dakotaf' 
when U.S. Sen. Tim Johnson, a 
Democrat, won re-election by just 
524 votes he said. 

Native Americans played a critical 
role in the June 1 special election in 
South Dakota that sent Democrat 


Stephanie H erseth to Congress. By 
just slightly fewer than 3,000 votes, 
she won the seat of Republican 
William Janklow, who was forced to 
resign after his conviction for felony 
manslaughter. 

"We must go to the pollsthis N ovem- 
ber ... Democrat, Republican or Inde- 
pendent. We are a bi-partisan organi- 
zation. W hatever party, whatever can- 
didate upholds their federal trust 
responsibilities and protects our treaty 
promises," President H all said. "H old 
our trustees accountable at the polls!" 

Holly Cook, an Indian attorney 
who is heading up NCAI's Native 
Vote 2004 campaign, said, "A string 
of successes in the last 10 years have 
really put us on the map electorally. 
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Congressmen Simmons and Kennedy visit Mohegan Reservation 


Byjonathan S. H amilton 


T he Mohegan Tribal Council 
held receptions recently for two mem- 
bers of Congress — U.S. Rep. Rob 
Simmons, a Republican from Stonington, 
who represents Connecticut's 2nd District, 
and U .S. Rep. Patrick J. Kennedy, a Democrat 
who represents Rhode Island's 1st D istrict. 
Tribal Chairman M ark F. Brown introduced 
Rep. Simmons as a friend of the M ohegan 
Tribe during a luncheon reception at M ohe- 
gan Sun's Pompeii and Caesar on June 28. 
"We're so glad you're here again as you have 
been here before on other occasions," Chair- 
man Brown said. 

Rep. Simmons commented on how the 
M ohegan Tribe has helped the region. "The 
M ohegan Tribe is an enterprise to help the 
people of the area. When towns in the region 
needed additional water supplies, the Tribe 
helped secure it," he said. 

In his bid for re-election in November, the 


The Mohegan Tribal Council hosted a luncheon reception for U.S. Rep. Patrick J . Kennedy, 
a Democrat from Rhode Island, at Mohegan Sun's Pompeii and Caesar on May 26. From left, 
are: Recording Secretary/Tribal Councilor Shirley M. VUhlsh, Rep. Kennedy, Vice Chairman 
Peter Schultz, Ambassador J ayne Fawcett, Corresponding Secretary/Tribal Councilor 
Christine Murtha "Micimii" and Councilor Glenn LaVigne. 


two-term congressman is running against 
Democrat James Sullivan, a former Norwich 
Alderman. 

Kennedy fights for sovereignty 

D uring a luncheon reception at Pompeii and 
Caesar on M ay 26, M ohegan Vice Chairman 
Peter Schultz introduced Rep. Kennedy as a 
friend of the M ohegan family and a protector 
of Indian sovereignty. 

Rep. Kennedy, said that the fight for Native 
American sovereignty is crucial because "all 
new issues always come back to sovereignty." 

"You've got a friend in me to explain Native 
issues and fight thefight in theU .S. Congress 
for Native American sovereignty," said Rep. 
Kennedy, who is Co-Vice Chair of the Con- 
gressional Native American Caucus. 


The five-term congressman, who is seeking 
re-election in November, said the opening of 
the Smithsonian National Museum of the 
American Indian on Sept. 21 provides the 
American people a new perspective on the his- 
tory and culture of all American Indians. 

"The new museum will help tell thestoryand 
shameful history of the treatment of American 
Indians. The education will create more aware- 
ness to members of Congress who vote on sov- 
ereignty issues," Rep. Kennedy said. 

H e said the current battles being fought in 
Congress for Indian Country include the 
mismanagement of Indian trust funds by the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs and a $52 million 
cut in the Indian Health Services budget. He 
noted that 35 percent of I ndian C ountry lives 
below the poverty line. + 


Mohegan Tribal Chairman Mark F. Brown 
greets U.S. Rep. Rob Simmons, a Republi- 
can from Connecticut, during a luncheon 
reception at Mohegan Sun's Pompeii and 
Caesar restaurant on J une 28. 


i political landscape in key stated 


... We have huge across-the-board 
opportunities in 2004 in the presi- 
dential election, in Senate and House 
races and in state assemblies." 

"The makeup of the U .S. Senate is 
critically important to us The I ndian 
vote can affect who is in the majority 
and who is in the minority," Cook 
said. 

According to NCAI, Indian votes 
will play a critical role in several states 
with tight races in November. Some 
of these states with a large Indian 
population have close Senate races, 
while others are "swing" states that 
could go either way in the presidential 
election. Those critical states are Alas- 
ka, Arizona, Minnesota, Nevada, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, North 


Dakota, Oregon and Washington. 

"Be cognizant of voter intimida- 
tion," President H all warned. 

After the June 1 election in South 
Dakota, many reports surfaced of 
Indians having been illegally turned 
away from the polls I ndians who did 
not have photo identification cards 
were told they could not vote. State 
law says voters can sign an affidavit 
swearing to their identity when they 
do not have I D cards, but I ndians in 
South Dakota were not given that 
option, he said. 

"M any of our elders — our aunties 
and grandmas— do not have drivers^ 
licenses" but that should not take 
away their right to vote, President 
H all said. + 



Dr. Norman Richards, the Mohegan Tribe's Environmental Protec- 
tion Administrator, accepts the Michael A. Frost Award in recog- 
nition of his outstanding contributions to environmental protec- 
tion at Mohegan Sun. The award is a Native American talking 
stick in the shape of an eagle. Dr. Richards also received an Indi- 
an blanket as a gesture of good will at the National Tribal Envi- 
ronmental Council annual conference in Myrtle Beach, S.C. From 
left, are Virgil Frazier, Environmental Director of the Southern 
Ute Tribe, Dr. Richards and Virgil Masayesva, Director of the 
Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals. 
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MOHEGAN ARTIFACT 

N ative American Dolls 

By M elissaTantaquidgeon Zobel 
M ohegan Tribal H istorian 

Guardians, soothsayers, toys, mourners — these are 
among the many functions of N ative American dolls 
As with all Native American objects, it is traditionally 
believed they are imbued with the spirit of the one who 
creates them, as well as the energy of all those who 
touch them. 

M ohegan guardian dolls, often carved of wood, are 
rarely mentioned and their name is seldom spoken as 
they carry the dangerous medicine necessary to ward 
off evil spirits 

Two-faced or two-headed dolls may sometimes be 
used for divination. If one assigns each side a yeah or 
nay answer, then turns them over and over with eyes 
closed, the side facing upward when the eyes are 
opened indicates that answer. 

M ohegan dolls intended for use as toys also have a 
purpose. Often madefrom turkey wishbones and corn- 
husks, these dolls remind children that no parts of any 
plant or animal should be thrown away, as that being's 
life was sacrificed for us 

When M ohegan Medicine Woman GladysTantaquid- 
geon was a Bureau of Indian Affairs Community 
Worker among the Lakota in the 1930s, she was given 
a set of mourning dolls — one man and one woman 
— so called because their hair had been cropped short 
out of grief and respect for the passing of a loved one. 
Native American dolls, like people, may be feared or 
loved, good or bad, happy or sad. Several M ohegans, 

including elder M erle 
H eberding, 
enjoy 
main- 
taining 
collec- 
tions of 
such dolls 
as part of 
the ancient 
heritage. 
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'0 rades: A N ovel' explores futuristic 
world for New England Indians 



n her futuristic 
work "Oracles: 
A Novel," M ohe- 
gan Tribal mem- 
ber M elissa Tan- 
taquidgeon Zobel 
describes how the 
natural wilderness 
is disappearing 
due to human 
incursion and 
urbanization. 
Small pockets of 
nature remain and are used for tourist visits 
and historical interpretations. Television 
broadcasts pictures, sounds and smells, and 
space travel is commonplace. 

"M agic realism meets [sci fi] in the fasci- 
nating 'Oracles,'" a recent review in the 
Washington Post said. 

Zobel wrote about a society 50 
years in the future because she 
has always had a keen interest in 
science fiction. She also wanted 
readers to be aware that most 
Indian cultures have had an 
evocative past, but most were 
thought not to have a future. 

"I wanted to make a statement 
that Indians would be around in 
thefutureand shape it in a glob- 
al way," Zobel said. "I wanted to 
refocus children on the future of Indians, 
not just about their past." 

H er book, published by the University of 
New Mexico Press, examines the unique 
characteristics of the New England Indian. 

"I wanted to explore what is most impor- 
tant about New England Indians, their spir- 
ituality, respect of the environment, possess- 
ing a sense of humor and having quirks of 
society," Zobel said. 

In the novel, the Yantuck Indians must 
find a way to preserve the natural environ- 
ment that survives on their reservation in 


the eastern United States and yet partici- 
pate in a global economy. This dilemma 
creates factions within the tribe: the Yan- 
tuckswho believe in a more traditional way 
of life and those who seek to enhance trib- 
al finances by marketing and selling "Indi- 
anness," first through a casino and then a 
new-age movement. 

Ashneon Quay, a young medicine- 
woman-in-training, is herself caught 
between two worlds. Growing up with 
elderly family members, both medicine 
people, she attends a local college where 
she studies anthropology. Quay struggles 
to find a balance between the traditional 
and the new and identify a path that's 
right for her. 

Vividly rendered with strong characters 
and a dose of magical realism, this innova- 
tive glimpse of one Indian 
family trying to maintain 
tribal culture in the midst of 
rapid transformation res- 
onates with issues Native 
peoples currently face. 

Zobel received the Native 
American Authors Award 
for N on-Fiction for her first 
book, "The Lasting of the 
M ohegans" She is also the 
author of "M edicine Trail: 

The Life and Lessons of 
GladysTantaquidgeon." 

Zobel's training in M ohegan traditions 
and spirituality came from her great-aunt, 
105-year-old M ohegan M edicine Woman 
GladysTantaquidgeon, and her great-uncle 
Chief Harold Tantaquidgeon, both of 
whom began the Tantaquidgeon Indian 
M useum with theirfatherjohn, in 1931, in 
Uncasville, Conn. 



“T he 0 rades A N ovd, " is on sale at the 
Trading Cove store in M ohegan Sun for 
$24.95. 


Celebrating Tribal unity at H omecoming and Wigwam Festival atShantok 



Mohegan Tribal Chairman Mark F. 
Brown, left, and Chief Ralph Sturges 
stand in the traditional arbor at the 
Mohegan Wigwam Festival. 


Continued from pagel 

the M ohegan H istoric Preserva- 
tion Department's Archaeologist, 
and ElaineThomas, Archaeological 
Research Assistant, led visitors on 
tours of Shantok. 

American Indian actor and former 
activist Russell M eans appeared at 
the Wigwam to discuss Native 
issues, including his Total Immer- 
sion program, which introduces 
pride and knowledge to young 
N ative Americans M eans, in feath- 
er regalia, also performed a fancy 
dance to the drumming of M ystic 
River. 

This year more than 300 dancers 
representing nearly 500 tribes from 
around the nation competed for 
$50,000 in prize money. Mohegan 


dance competitors finished near the 
top in several categories 
Jacob Bozsum, 15, finished fourth 
in the Eastern WarTeen M en Divi- 
sion, whileCevan Long, 9, finished 
fourth in the Eastern War Boys 
Division. Amanda Russell, 16, 
placed fourth in the Eastern blan- 
ket Teen Women Division. 

In the juried arts competition, 
Mohegan Sharon Maynard took 
first place in the H and Woven Bas- 
kets category and Mohegan Kim 
Fister finished second in the same 
category. M ohegan artist Dan Ker- 
win won first place in the Painting 
Division. 

During the Homecoming cele- 
bration, Tribal family members 
gathered for the N aming Ceremo- 


ny, held in the large tent erected 
for the Wigwam Festival. Tribal 
members formed a circle to receive 
their Tribal names. Council of 
Elders Chairman Hamilton and 
Vice Chairman Mary Rubino 
bestowed Indian names on 48 
members. 

Homecoming, as usual, featured 
the traditional fare of barbecued 
chicken, Mohegan clam chowder, 
corn on the cob, potato salad, 
pasta, tossed salad and candy for all 
Tribal children. 

To enjoy the delicious meal, fami- 
ly members sat in the picnic area 
and at tables set up in the tent. Par- 
ents watched as their young chil- 
dren gleefully romped in the fields 
and in the playground area. + 
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M ohegan law professor publishes his second book on legal issues of Internet 


ntellectual Property and the 
I Internet" is the most recent 
book by M ohegan Tribal member 
Gregory Silverman, Associate Pro- 
fessor of Law at Seattle University 
School of Law. 

D edicated to Professor Silverman's 
mother, M ohegan Tribal member 
M arylyn M ullen, the book surveys 
the many new and emerging issues 
in the law of intellectual property 
generated by the growing use of the 
Internet by individuals and busi- 
nesses. 

Topics addressed in the book 
include liability for the unautho- 
rized downloading of music from 
the Internet and sharing M P3 files 
over peer-to-peer networks such as 
Grokster and KaZaA, the use of 
trademarks online, domain names 
and cybersquatting, the legal pro- 
tection of databases, safe harbors 
for Internet service providers and 
search engines such as Google, the 
law governing the growing use of 
digital rights management systems, 
and the patentability of Internet 
business methods such as one-dick 
shopping. 

Professor Silverman's first book, 
"Internet Commerce, the Emerg- 
ing Legal Framework," published 
in 2002, is now the leading text- 
book for courses on the law of elec- 
tronic commerce. It has been used 
at law schoolsthroughout the U nit- 
ed States, including H arvard, Stan- 
ford and the U niversity of Pennsyl- 
vania. In addition to the intellectu- 
al property topics mentioned 
above, his textbook also covers the 
law governing online contracting, 
spam, online banking, network 
intrusions (hacking), Internet pri- 
vacy, webcasting, and many other 
types of online activity. 

Both books were published by the 
Foundation Press, a leading educa- 
tional publisher specializing in law- 
related books 

In addition to writing books, Pro- 



fessor Silverman has written schol- 
arly articles on topics ranging from 
the philosophy of law to pressing 
practical issues such as whether the 
general public should be permitted 
to access court records over the 
Internet. 

After graduating with honors from 
Vassar College, Professor Silverman 
attended graduate school at the 
M assachusetts Institute of Technolo- 
gy and Columbia University. In 
addition to his law degree, he holds 
two advanced degrees in philosophy. 

W hile in law school, Professor Sil- 
verman served as a senior editor of 
the Columbia Law Review and was 
recognized as a FI arlan Fiske Stone 
Scholar. Following law school, he 
served as a law clerk to the FI onor- 
able Raymond J. Pettine, United 
States District Court in the District 
of Rhode Island. 

In 1989, Professor Silverman was 
one of two lawyers in the United 
States awarded the M ax Rheinstein 
Fellowship in Law by the Alexander 
von FI umboldt Foundation. As a 
Max Rheinstein Fellow, Professor 
Silverman spent two years as a visit- 
ing legal scholar in Germany. 

Upon returning from Europe, he 
practiced law in M assachusetts and 
served in the Barnstable County 
government as the Falmouth Rep- 


resentative and Chair of the Cape 
Cod Commission, a regional plan- 
ning and regulatory agency. 

Before accepting his current posi- 
tion at Seattle U niversity, he taught 
for two years at the University of 
Chicago. 

When not teaching or writing, 
Professor Silverman sits as a tribal 
judge on reservations in the Pacific 
N orthwest for the N orthwest I nter- 
tribal Court System. Fie has 
presided over trials and appellate 
hearings on behalf of many N orth- 
western tribes, including the 
Suquamish, Tulalip, Port Gamble 
S'KIallam, and M uckleshoot Tribes. 

As a judge, Professor Silverman 
has adjudicated many different 
kinds of cases, including employ- 
ment disputes, actions under the 
Indian Civil Rights Act, disputes 
involving tribal government offi- 
cials, zoning and land use appeals, 
United States and tribal constitu- 
tional cases, as well as tribal disbar- 
ment proceedings In the last three 
appellate cases in which he has par- 
ticipated, Professor Silverman 
served as Chief Justice. 

To further assist tribal courts, over 
the last two years, Professor Silver- 
man has worked with the Access to 
Justice Institute of Seattle Universi- 
ty to develop a program in which 
law students volunteer as law clerks 
in tribal courts 

"Law students can provide an 
important service to resource- 
strapped tribal courts by helping 
with the legal research and analysis 
that must be undertaken when a 
court adjudicates a dispute. By vol- 
unteering as law clerks, the students 
help improve the quality of justice 
meted out by our tribal courts," 
Professor Silverman said. 

Fie has also been active in advising 
state courts on how to use emerging 
digital technologies in a manner 
that promotes access to justice and 
avoids creating obstacles to those 


who are not yet computer literate 
or who cannot afford a computer. 

For the last three years, Professor 
Silverman has served on the Access 
toJusticeTechnology Bill of Rights 
Committee, established by the 
Supreme Court of Washington and 
administered by the Washington 
State Bar Association for the pur- 
pose of articulating and recom- 
mending a set of principles to guide 
the Washington state courts in their 
use of technology. The principles 
recommended by this committee 
were unveiled earlier this year and 
received national attention. 

Recently, Professor Silverman 
began working with American 
Indian high school students, 
encouraging them to attend college 
and then law school. In 1984, only 
about one-third of one percent of 
law students in the United States 
were American Indian. In 2004, 
this number has grown to three- 
quarters of one percent. 

"While some progress has been 
made over the last 20 years, it is not 
nearly enough," Professor Silver- 
man emphasized. "We cannot cor- 
rect the under-representation of 
American Indians in the American 
legal profession without encourag- 
ing more American Indians to 
choose law as their profession and 
attend law school." 

"American Indians are the most 
under-represented minority group 
in the American legal profession," 
he said. "Only two-tenths of one 
percent of all lawyers in the U nited 
States are American Indians. Simi- 
larly, of the 4,411 law professors in 
the United States, only 23 are 
American Indians" 

Professor Silverman is among this 
small number of American Indians 
charged with educating the next 
generation of American lawyers 

FI e lives with his wife, Veronique, 
and children, Cyril and Alexander, 
in the Seattle area, -f 


Trifoe re-prints bi ! 

O ne hundred years after he 
was born, FI arold Tanta- 
quidgeon has been honored with 
the re-release of his biography. 

"M ohegan Chief: The Story of 
FI arold Tantaquidgeon" by Virginia 
Frances Voight has been reprinted 
by the M ohegan Department of 
FI istoric Preservation. 

"Anyone who ever met FI arold Tan- 
taquidgeon came away with something. It is my 
sincere hope that this new edition of 'M ohegan 
Chief' allows yet another generation to receive 
that same gift," his great niece Tribal FI istorian 
Melissa Tantaquidgeon Zobel wrote in the for- 
ward for the centennial edition of the book. 



ohegan Chief Harold Tantaquidgeon 


Originally printed in 1965, the book 
is a fast-moving, true-life adventure 
story about a man who lived in a 
remarkable time. Born in 1904 and a 
direct descendant of the great M ohe- 
gan Sachem Uncas, Tantaquidgeon 
served as M ohegan C hief from 1952 
to 1970. Fie died in 1989. 

Asa boy growing up in Uncasville, 
Conn., he mastered the technique of 
the crooked knife, a traditional tool and former 
weapon of the M ohegan, and became skilled in 
the crafts of Woodland I ndians stone and wood 
carving, and basket- weaving. 

For years he taught Indian crafts and woods 
lore, sharing his unique heritage with Boy 


Scouts, 4-H participants and YM CA groups 

During theviolent days of prohibition, hecom- 
manded a U .S. C oast G uard patrol boat on Long 
Island Sound. In World War II, as tail gunner on 
a B-25 aircraft, then top turret gunner on a P-61 
Black Widow Night Fighter, he took part in 
some of the fiercest fighting in the Pacific. 

Following the outbreak of the Korean War, T an- 
taquidgeon returned to the Armed Forces It was 
while he was with the Army in Japan that word 
came from home that the Tribal Council had 
elected him Chief. 

"M ohegan C hief: T he Story of H arold Tanta- 
qui dgeon" is on sale at the T rading C ove Sore in 
M ohegan Sun for $12.95. 
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Legendary entertainers thrill audiences at M ohegan Sun Arena 



Mohegan Sun Casino attracts the biggest names in the world of entertainment. Legendary artists from all musical genres perform 
to audiences in the Wolf Den, Cabaret and Mohegan Sun Arena. Here are just some who have performed recently in the Arena. 


G aming Authority reorganizes M ohegan Sun's senior management team 



William Velardo Mitchell Etess J effrey Hartmann 


By Nancy Trimble 

The Mohegan Tribal Gaming 
Authority (MTGA) on Aug. 24 
announced the reorganization of 
M ohegan Sun's top management to 
devote more resources to expand- 
ing investments in gaming opera- 
tions outside C onnecticut. 

William Velardo will continue in 
the position of MTGA's Chief 
Executive Officer but will hand 
Mohegan Sun's ongoing daily 
management to M itchell Etess, 
who has been named the casino's 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer. Etess has been Mohegan 
Sun's Executive Vice President of 
M arketing since 2000. 

Jeffrey Hartmann, who has been 
Executive Vice President and Chief 
Financial Officer of MTGA, has 
been named Executive Vice Presi- 
dent and C hief 0 perating Officer of 
M ohegan Sun. 

"Bill Velardo has done an excel- 
lent job since 1995 of leading our 
casino operations to unparalleled 
success," said Mohegan Tribal 
Chairman Mark F. Brown. "And 
M itchell Etess has also been an 
invaluable manager and leader. 
While Bill will continue to lead 
and oversee all our casino opera- 
tions, including Mohegan Sun, 
these changes will allow him to 
allocate more of his attention to 
guiding our investments in other 
states, leaving ongoing operations 
of M ohegan Sun in M itcheH's and 
Jeff's extremely capable hands." 


Leo Chupaska, the Tribe's Chief 
Financial Officer, has been named 
to replace Hartmann as Chief 
Financial Officer of MTGA. 

In addition, Paul Brody, MTGA's 
Director of Corporate Develop- 
ment, has been named Vice Presi- 
dent of Corporate Development 
and that department will be 
expanded. 

During a conference call with the 
press, Velardo said the reorganiza- 
tion would free up his time to focus 
on corporate development. 

"We are going to be eyeing other 
opportunitiesto assist tribesaround 
the country," Velardo said, adding 
that the Tribe would also consider 
possible acquisitions, new venues, 
partnerships and joint ventures. 

"We will proceed cautiously and 
slowly" to develop long-term viabil- 
ity, improve earnings and add 
income streams, Velardo said. "We 
are hedgi ng against future competi- 
tion" to M ohegan Sun as the gam- 
ing industry is spreading. 

H esaid theTribehasno definitive 


timeline, but he anticipates that two 
new income streams will be added 
by the end of fiscal year 2006. 

In the past year, the Tribe has 
formed partnerships in the devel- 
opment of two proposed casinos, 
one with the Menominee Indian 
Tribe in Kenosha, Wis, and more 
recently with the Cowlitz Indian 
Tribe of southwest Washington. 

In Wisconsin, the Tribe will serve 
as lender to the development com- 
pany and be a member of the devel- 
opment board directing the 
Menominee casino project. In 
Clark County, Wash., MTGA has 
entered into a joint venture which 
has negotiated the rights to develop 
and manage a new casino that will 
be owned and operated by the 
Cowlitz Tribe. 

Velardo brings 28 years of experi- 
ence in the gaming industry to his 
position as MTGA's Chief Execu- 
tive Officer. He was hired by 
MTGA in October 1995 as Execu- 
tive Vice President and General 
M anager to plan for the opening of 


M ohegan Sun in 1996. H e was pro- 
moted to CEO in January 2000. 

Etess joined MTGA as a member 
of the casino's pre-opening team in 
1996 and was responsible for mar- 
keting, food and beverage, enter- 
tainment, and hotel operations 

He worked previously as vice 
president of marketing at Players 
Island Resort/Casino/Spain Neva- 
da. From 1988 to 1994, he worked 
at Trump Plaza Hotel & Casino in 
Atlantic City, rising through the 
ranks from public relations man- 
ager to senior vice president of 
marketing. 

H artmann has been with MTGA 
since December 1996. H e has been 
responsible for day-to-day account- 
ing, financial reporting to the Secu- 
rities Exchange Commission, and 
bondholder and banking relations 
I n addition, he has overseen M ohe- 
gan Sun's information systems, as 
well as its table games, slots, keno 
and Race Book. H e has 13 years of 
experience in the casino and hotel 
industry. 

Chupaska has been with theTribe 
si nee September 1996 and has been 
responsiblefor the day-to-day man- 
agement of financial operations, as 
well as all financial reporting, infor- 
mation systems management, pur- 
chasing and asset management, and 
bondholder and banking relations 
A certified public accountant, he 
served as director of financial serv- 
ices for Lawrence and M emorial 
Hospital in New London, Conn., 
prior to joining theTribe. + 
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Sun advance to W N BA finals! 


Top draft pick Lindsay Whalen, left, has 
helped guide the Connecticut Sun to 
the Women's National Basketball 
Association (WNBA) Eastern Conference 
finals by defeating the Wfashington 
Mystics and the New York Liberty 
in the WNBA playoffs. The team 
finished the regular season with 18 
wins and 16 losses, qualifying them for 
the first seed in the WNBA's Eastern 
Conference. After the Summer Olympic break, 
Connecticut, sparked by its team defense, reeled off 
four straight wins during that span and five of seven 
to secure the top spot entering the playoffs. 


M ohegan Sun sponsors 
golf tournament for charity 



Former University of Connecticut basketball star Donny Mar- 
shall, left, and National Football League All-Pro Dick Anderson 
hold the first-place prize, a check for $30,000, for winning the 
Celebrity Players Tour Team Championship, sponsored by 
Mohegan Sun at the Fox Hopyard Golf Club in East Haddam, 
Conn., last J une. The tournament helps raise money each year 
for charitable causes, many of which focus on children's needs. 


National Congress of American Indians 


NiYaYo receives design award 
from journalists association 


WASHINGTON, D.C - For 
the second time in three years, 
NiYaYo, an official publication of 
the M ohegan Tribe, has been hon- 
ored by the N ative American Jour- 
nalistsAssociation (N AJA). NiYaYo 
took third place in the Layout/ 
D esign Tabloid category. 

T he 2004 awards for print, tele- 
vision, radio, photography and 
new media were announced at 
N AJ A's N ati ve M edia Awards cer- 
emony on Aug. 5. 0 ver 500 com- 
bined entries competed for 136 
awards 

"We're delighted once again to 
receive an accolade from NAJA, 
the prestigious national organiza- 
tion of Native journalists" said 
Jonathan S. Hamilton, Editor of 
M ohegan Tribal Publications "It's 
gratifying to be recognized among 
our peers in Indian Country." 

In 2001 NiYaYo won honorable 
mention in the general excellence 
category for publications pro- 
duced one to six times a year. 

In addition to Hamilton, the 
Tribal Publications Department 
that produces NiYaYo includes 
Managing Editor Nancy Trimble, 
Reporter/Tribal Photographer Bill 


Gucfa and Publications Designer 
Susan Simler. 

The Publications Department 
also produces Wuskuao, a weekly 
newsletter for Mohegan Tribal 
members 

The Mohegan Editorial Board, 
which determines NiYaYo's con- 
tent, includes Hamilton, Corre- 
sponding Secretary/ Tribal Coun- 
cilor Christine M urtha"M icimii," 
Tribal Ambassador Jayne Fawcett, 
Chief of Staff Tom Acevedo, Trib- 
al Historian Melissa Tantaquid- 
geon Zobel and Information 
Coordinator Sandra Eichelberg. A 
member of the Council of Elders 
joins the Editorial Board on a 
rotating basis 

In addition to distribution at 
M ohegan Sun and in rooms at the 
Mohegan Sun Hotel, NiYaYo is 
mailed out across the country to 
tribal nations, political leaders and 
anyone requesting a subscription. 

This year, NAJA observed its 20th 
anniversary. In its mission state- 
ment, the association says it "serves 
and empowers Native journalists 
through programs and actions 
designed to enrich journalism and 
promote N ative cultures." + 


Continued from pagel 

M ohegan Tribe has built — this 
wonderful resort — in just 10 
years," President Hall said. "Last 
night we watched aWN BA game 
in the Mohegan Sun Arena — 
the first professional team to 
operate on tribal land. We 
enjoyed the beautiful shops and 
restaurants— all in this beautiful 
facility that pays homage to the 
cultural roots of this proud 
nation." 

The four days of meetings 
brought discussion of many issues 
vital to Indian Country — from 
voting and taxation to education 
and criminal jurisdiction. 

The participation of scores of 
M ohegan Tribal members helped 
to make the meeting a success. 
M ohegan volunteers — coordi- 


nated by Deb Maxeiner, the 
Tribe's Executive Director of 
H uman Resources — stuffed 
goodie bags and registered partici- 
pants 

In opening ceremonies, the 
M ohegan Tribal Veterans Associa- 
tion performed the color guard 
presentation and Pipe Carrier 
Bruce Bozsum "Two Dog£' said a 
Mohegan prayer. The Historic 
Preservation Department set up 
an extensive exhibit about M ohe- 
gan history. 

The Mohegan Drum Unity of 
Nations led by Drum Keeper 
Charlie Strickland Sr., with lead 
singers Charlie Strickland Jr. and 
Kurt Eichelberg, performed at 
opening ceremonies and a cultur- 
al celebration the Tribe hosted for 
guests in the Arena. + 


We hope you are enjoying this 
issue of Ni Ya Yo. 

To order your own FREE 
subscription, please complete 
and mail the form below. 

N ame: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Mail to: Ni Ya Yo, 

M ohegan Tribe, 5 Crow Hill Road, Uncasville, CT 06382 






